Regular November Aldermen Meeting


November 7, 2016



7:00 P.M.

Kelly Morrison, North Ward Alderman, called the regular November aldermen meeting to order in place of Mayor Beason who was ill and not able to attend the meeting.  The following officers were present or absent as indicated:






Present/Absent




Present/Absent

Randy Beason, Mayor


Absent


Ron Cross, Alderman


Present
Roger Florea, Alderman

Absent


Kelly Morrison, Alderman

Present
Allan Thompson, Alderman

Present


Deandra O’Riley, City Clerk

Present
Also present: Jack Baldwin, Chief Operator; Nathan Baldwin, Operator; Kathryn Rice with Nodaway News Leader; and, Don and Judy Crane with Hopkins Community Betterment Group.
The minutes of the Regular October 2016 Aldermen Meeting were presented.   Allan Thompson moved that minutes be approved as written.  Ton Cross seconded the motion.  Votes:  Ron Cross – Yes; Allan Thompson – Yes; Kelly Morrison – Yes; No Votes – 0.

The expenses were presented.  Ron Cross moved that expenses be approved as presented.  Allan Thompson seconded the motion.  Votes:  Ron Cross – Yes; Allan Thompson – Yes; Kelly Morrison – Yes; No Votes – 0.
Delinquent water accounts were discussed.  City Clerk read the proposed Ordinance by title for the third time as follows:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 385 BY ADOPTING SUBSECTION “U” THAT AUTHORIZES THE CITY OF HOPKINS TO IMPOSE A LIEN UPON REAL PROPERTY SERVED BY PUBLIC SANITARY SEWER SERVICES FOR NON-PAYMENT OF SEWER ACCOUNT.

Ron Cross made a motion to approve said proposed Ordinance and allow the Mayor, Randy Beason to sign the same on behalf of the City of Hopkins.  Allan Thompson seconded the motion.  Votes:  Ron Cross – Yes; Allan Thompson – Yes; Kelly Morrison – Yes; No Votes – 0. 
After vote Judy Crane inquired whether the City has contacted the County Treasurer regarding the Ordinance being passed.  The City Clerk indicated that the City attorney has prepared the Ordinance and once it is to be used will handle the steps necessary with the County Treasure for the liens.

The City clerk assigned the Ordinance number 456 and will have the Mayor sign the ordinance.
Don Crane addressed the Board regarding a property owner wanting to give the City their commercial property building.  Discussion was held in connection with clear title and the expenses associated with the property currently and those that might arise in the future.  It was decided that the City is not interested in the property.  Kelly Morrison explained that clear title must be obtained on the property and that would require the utility bill and taxes to be up to date along with a title commitment before anyone could obtain that.  This process can run $2,500.00 or more for legal work.  

Don Crane indicated that he had contacted a contractor who said buildings could be taken down for $5,000.00 a piece but if EPA got involved then it could run up to $100,000.00 or more.  Don Crane also stated that he had information from the MO Community Betterment Group that it was not a good idea for a City to take on properties like this since they would have to follow EPA guidelines.  Kelly Morrison also indicated at this time that the City’s view is that if the City takes on this property then the City would be in a position that it would not be able to say not to other property owners wanting to do the same and the City would end up with several unwanted properties to deal with.  Kelly further stated that the City was not against cleaning the properties up but the City is not in the position to open those doors at this time.

Don Crane indicated that they would go back to the Hopkins Community Betterment Group and report to them the City’s willingness to provide support but inability to take on the property or any other properties.

Kelly Morrison suggested that Don could have Nodaway County Abstract run a title commitment for them on properties and it will show the list of requirements needed to obtain clear title.

Don and Judy Crane excused themselves from the meeting.

Property located at 205 N 1st was discussed.  Allan Thompson indicated that Mike McKee is willing to give his property to the City.  Discussion followed.  Allan Thompson indicated he would be middle man for the transaction between McKee and perspective buyers of the property but would like to know how much of the water/sewer fee bill could be knocked off to encourage McKee to get rid of the property.   The amount due is currently $1,874.93.  Discussion was held concerning cutting the water/sewer bill in half. It was decided to revisit the actual amount later once Allan has talked with both parties and have come to an understanding. 

Complaint in connection with engine revving at 201 E Thompson was received.  The City Clerk indicated that a letter had been sent requesting compliance with the City’s Nuisance Ordinance.  The letter had been returned and resent with the correct mailing address.  No action taken at this time by the Board of Aldermen.

Jack Baldwin addressed the Board and indicated that he would be out of the office next week due to medical appointments.

Ron Cross made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Allan Thompson seconded the motion.  Votes:  Ron Cross – Yes; Allan Thompson – Yes; Kelly Morrison – Yes; No Votes – 0.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Deandra K. O’Riley, Clerk


Randy Beason, Mayor

